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1. In “Insider and Outsider Sources: Historiographical Relections on Late Antique Arabia” (in Inside and Out: Interactions
between Rome and the Peoples on the Arabian and Egyptian Frontiers in Late Antiquity, ed. G. Fisher and J. H. F. Dijkstra
[Leuven, 2014], 267-80), Robert Hoyland warns against treating the Muslim Arabic sources as insider accounts of pre-
Islamic Arabia and assuming that the terminology for confederations and dynasties (such as “Lakhmid” or “Nasrid”) was
used in pre-Islamic al-Hira. Contemporary Greek and Syriac sources tend to speak in much more general terms of the
“Persian Saracens.” See also Ch. Robin, “Les arabes de Himyar, des ‘Romains’ et des Perses (llle-Vle siecles de I'ére
chrétienne),” Semitica et Classica 1 (2008): 167-208; G. Fisher, “Kingdoms or Dynasties? Arabs, History, and Identity
before Islam,”Journal of Late Antiquity 4 (2011): 245-67; G. Fisher and P. Wood, “Writing the History of the ‘Nasrid’
Dynasty at al-Hirah: The Pre-Islamic Perspective,” Iranian Studies 49 (2016): 247-90. For al-Tabar’s list of Hiran kings,
see the appendix to this article.

2. Onthe Arab allies of the Sasanians in general, see C. E. Bosworth, “Iran and the Arabs before Islam,” in The Cambridge
History of Iran, vol. 3,1: The Seleucid, Parthian and Sasanian Periods, ed. E. Yarshater (Cambridge, 1983), 593-612. For
the identiication of Hirta d-Nu‘man (camp of al-Nu‘man) with the city known to Muslim Arabs as al-Hira, see G.
Rothstein, Die Dynastie der Labmiden in al-Hira: Ein Versuch zur arabisch-persischen Geschichte zur Zeit der Sasaniden
(Berlin, 1899), 12—-13. However, we should note how vague the sixth-century term is, even if the Arabic name does
indeed derive from the Syriac Hirta; see the discussion in Fisher and Wood, “Writing the History.”

3. M. Kister, “Al-Hira: Some Notes on Its Relations with Arabia,” Arabica 15 (1968): 143—69, at 152 (for the estate of ‘Ayn
al-Tamar, which may have been dedicated to date production); 147 and 159 for tribal appointments (especially the
appointment of a king in Yathrib by al-Nu‘man Ill). Al-Tabari (Annales, ed. M. de Goeje [Leiden, 1879-1901], 1: 890)
reported the construction of irrigation canals for the city. For Sasanian inluence deeper into the Arabian Peninsula, see
M. Lecker, “The Levying of Taxes for the Sassanians in Pre-Islamic Medina (Yathrib), ”Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and
Islam 27 (2002): 109-26.

4. Kister, “Al-Hira,” 153-57 (esp. the role of the Band Sulaym in guarding Hiran caravans beyond Najaf). For the caravan
trade to the southwest of Arabia, see B. Finster, “Die Reiseroute Kufa—Sa‘tdi-Arabien in friihislamischer Zeit: Bericht
Uber den Survey vom 9-14. Mai 1976 auf dem westeuphratischen Wstenstreifen,” Baghdader Mitteilungen 9 (1978):
53-91; M. D. Bukharin, “Mecca on the Caravan Routes in Pre-Islamic Antiquity,” in The Qur’an in Context: Historical and
Literary Investigations into the Qur’anic Milieu, ed. A. Neuwirth, N. Sinai, and M. Marx (Leiden, 2010), 115-34.
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10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

M. J. Kister, “Mecca and Tamim (Aspects of Their Relations),” JESHO 8 (1965): 113—-63. He highlighted the defeats of
the “Lakhmids” by the Tamim in the years leading up to the Islamic conquests and the important role of this group in
dominating trade between Mecca and southwestern Iraq.

G. Fisher, Between Empires: Arabs, Romans, and Sasanians in Late Antiquity (New York, 2011).

M. B. Rowton, “Urban Autonomy in a Nomadic Environment,” Journal of Near Eastern Studies 32 (1973): 201-15.

On the origin of later Muslim sources in the poetry of inter-tribal conlict (ayyam), see F. M. Donner, Narratives of Islamic
Origins: The Beginnings of Islamic Historical Writing (Princeton, 1998), 180, 208; R. G. Hoyland, Arabia and the Arabs:
From the Bronze Age to the Coming of Islam (London, 2001), 224-27; W. Caskel, “Aijam al-‘arab: Studien zur
altarabischen Epik, “Islamica 3 (1930): 1-99. On the criticism of kingship as a major theme in early Islamic thought, see
L. Marlow, Hierarchy and Egalitarianism in Islamic Thought (Cambridge, 1997); I. Goldziher, Muslim Studies, 2 vols.
(London, 1967-71), 1: 70-76.

Some kings of the Persian Arabs are accused of very lamboyant paganism, including human sacriice, but this is likely to
be Roman black propaganda. See the sources cited and discussed in Fisher and Wood, “Writing the History.”

See studies by D. Talbot Rice, “The Oxford Excavations at Hira,” Ars Islamica 1 (1934): 51-73; Y. Okada, “Early Christian
Architecture in the Iragi South-Western Desert,” Al-Raidan 12 (1991): 71-83. Also note the summary by E. C. D. Hunter,
“The Christian Matrix of al-Hira,” in Les controverses des chrétiens dans I'lran Sassanide, ed. C. Jullien (Paris, 2008), 41—
56, at 50.

Synodicon orientale, ou, Recueil de synodes nestoriens, ed. and tr. J.-B. Chabot (Paris, 1902), 35. Al-Hira was also said
to serve as the burial place of a number of sixth-century catholicoi: J. M. Fiey, “Résidences et sépultures des patriarches
syriaques-orientaux,”Le Muséon 98 (1985): 149—-68.

T. NOldeke (Geschichte der Perser und Araber zur Zeit des Sasaniden [Leiden, 1879], 24) describes the Syriac etymology
of the ‘Ibad as “servants [of Christ].”For Christian identity in Iraq in this period more generally, see S. P. Brock,
“Christians in the Sasanian Empire: A Case of Divided Loyalties,” Studies in Church History 18 (1982): 1-19, and in the
late sixth century, J. T. Walker, The Legend of Mar Qardagh: Narrative and Christian Heroism in Late Antique Iraq
(Berkeley and Los Angeles, 2006). For Christianity among the Arabs, see the source commentary of G. Fisher et al., Arabs
and Empires before Islam, ed. G. Fisher (Oxford, 2015), ch. 6. For the diferent sections of al-Hira’s population, see (for
instance) the account in al-Tabari, ed. de Goeje, 1: 822, with further sources cited in I. Toral-Niehof, “The ‘Ibad of al-
Hira: An Arab Christian Community in Late Antique Irag,” in Neuwirth, Sinai, and Marx, Qur’an in Context, 323—48, at
326-27.

I. Toral-Niehof, Al-Hira: Eine arabische Kulturmetropole im spatantiken Kontext (Leiden, 2014).

In The Chronicle of Seert: Christian Historical Imagination in Late Antique Iraq (Oxford, 2013) | discuss the traditions of
historical writing and hagiography in an East Syrian context.

A. A. Duri, The Rise of Historical Writing among the Arabs, tr. L. I. Conrad (Princeton, 1983), 137; Caskel, “Aijam al-
‘arab.”

P. Huyse, “Late Sasanian Society between Orality and Literacy,” in The Sasanian Era, ed. V. S. Curtis and S. Stewart
(London, 2008), 140-53. On all of these kinds of history writing, see J. Howard-Johnston, Witnesses to a World Crisis:
Historians and Histories of the Middle East in the Seventh Century (Oxford, 2010).

Along with those of the Romans and Persians, the histories of al-Hira were one of the stories “known from books” that
were recited in early seventh-century Mecca: M. Omidsalar, Poetics and Politics of Iran’s National Epic, the Shahnameh
(New York, 2011), 42.

On Ibn al-KalbT’s surviving work on geneaology, see W. Caskel, Gamharat an-nasab: Das genealogische Werk des Higam
ibn Muhammad al-Kalbi (Leiden, 1966), as well as H. Kennedy, “From Oral Tradition to Written Record in Arab
Genealogy,”Arabica 44 (1997): 531-44; B. Ulrich, “Constructing al-Azd: Tribal Identity and Society in the Early Islamic
Centuries” (Ph.D. diss., Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison, 2008), 53-56. They stress the immense scale of Ibn al-KalbT’s task,
which was to record the descent of an entire “nation.” Ibn al-Kalb1 was said to have composed three works on al-Hira:
a book of al-Hira, a book on its churches, monasteries, and the ‘Ibad, and a book devoted to the ‘Ibadi poet ‘Adi ibn
Zayd (J. Horovitz, “’Adi ibn Zeyd, the Poet of Hira,” Islamic Culture 4 [1930]: 31-69, at 32).

Rothstein, Lahmiden; I. Shahid, Byzantium and the Arabs in the Sixth Century, 2 vols. in 4 (Washington, DC, 1995); idem,
Byzantium and the Arabs in the Fifth Century (Washington DC, 1989); idem, Byzantium and the Arabs in the Fourth
Century (Washington, DC, 1984); J. S. Trimingham, Christianity among the Arabs in Pre Islamic Times (London, 1979).
Also note G. W. Bowersock, Roman Arabia (Cambridge, MA, 1983).

Cf. R. S. Humphreys, Islamic History: A Framework for Inquiry, rev. ed. (Princeton, 1981), 69.

M. J. Kister and M. Plessner, “Notes on Caskel’s Gamharat an-Nasab,” Oriens 25-26 (1976): 48—68; R. Dory, “The
Abbasid Construction of the Jahiliyya: Cultural Authority in the Making,” Studia Islamica 83 (1996): 33—-49; Donner,
Narratives, 107-9.

One good example is the Azd; see Ulrich, “Constructing al-Azd,” 256-57. See further J. Rets6, The Arabs in Antiquity:
Their History from the Assyrians to the Umayyads (London, 2003), 478, for their Hiran connections; B. Ulrich, “The Azd
Migrations Reconsidered: Narratives of ‘Amr Muzayqiya and Malik b. Fahm in Historiographic Context,” Proceedings of
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23.

24,

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.
31.

32.

33.

34,

35.
36.

37.
38.

39.
40.

41.

the Seminar for Arabian Studies 38 (2008): 31118, for the stories of their migration. Also note Abd I-Baqga’, al-Managib
al-mazyadiyya fi akhbar multk al-asadiyya, ed. S. Daradka and M. Khuraysat (Amman, 1984), 114, for the claims of
Rabi‘a, Mudar, and lyad to be early members of the ahlaf introduced by the fourth-century king Imru’ al-Qays.

T. Sizgorich, “Become Inidels or We Will Throw You into the Fire”: The Martyrs of Najran in Early Muslim Historiography,
Hagiography, and Qur’anic Exegesis,” in Writing “True Stories”: Historians and Hagiographers in the Late Antique and
Early Medieval Near East, ed. A. Papaconstantinou (Turnhout, 2010), 125—-47. Also note the identiication of (pre-Islamic)
Christian ascetics, such as the monk Bahira, as early witnesses to Muhammad’s prophetic status: S. H. Griith,
“Muhammad and the Monk Bahira: Relections on a Syriac and Arabic Text from Early Abbasid Times,” Oriens Christianus
79 (1995): 146—74. For other examples of Muslim interest in Christian culture, see H. Kilpatrick, “Representations of
Social Intercourse between Muslims and Non-Muslims in Some Medieval Adab Works,” in Muslim Perceptions of Other
Religions: A Historical Survey, ed. J. Waardenburg (New York, 1999), 213-24.

Abu |I-Baga’ (Manaqib) alters the story of the Nasrid conversion to Christianity to make it impermanent and to denigrate
the Arab kings of the jahiliyya in a panegyric to the Bedouin kings of his day. But these alterations relect an eleventh-
century situation and need not relect the earlier reception of the Hiran narratives.

For this discussion | draw on al-Tabari, al-Dinawari, al-Ya‘qubi, Hamza Isfahani, and al-Mas'udi, as well as the Haddad
Chronicle (see nn. 29, 34, below).

Note the comment of C. E. Bosworth, tr., The History of al-Tabari, vol. 5: The Sasanids, the Byzantines, the Lakhmids,
and Yemen (New York, 1999), 19 n. 69.

Tabari, ed. de Goeje, 1: 822.

| draw on Toral-Niehof, Al-Hira, 43—48, 103, 108.

Haddad Chronicle, ed. B. Haddad, Mukhtasar al-akhbar al-bTiyya (Baghdad, 2000) §LXXXV (140). The section is entitled
“The Tribes of the ‘Ibad.” Another list of ‘Ibadr tribal origins is referred to at §LXXXIV (140 I. 15), but is not provided.
Haddad Chronicle §LXXXIV (132 II. 24-133).

AbQ |-Baga’ (Managib, 114) observed other groups that were allegedly introduced into the ‘lbad under the fourth-
century king Imru’ al-Qays (which is probably an invention to bolster tribal prestige).

Here | draw on J. Vansina, Oral Tradition: A Study in Historical Methodology, tr. H. M. Wright (Chicago, 1965), esp. 32—
34,101; C. Allison, The Yezidi Oral Tradition in Iraqi Kurdistan (Richmond, Surrey, 2001), 56-60; L. E. Sweet, Tell Togaan:
A Syrian Village (Ann Arbor, MI, 1960), esp. 37; A. Shryock, Nationalism and the Geneaological Imagination: Oral History
and Textual Authority in Tribal Jordan (Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1997); |. Toral-Niehof, “Talking about Arab Origins:
The Transmission of the ayyam al-‘arab in KGfah, Basrah and Bagdad” (online at www.academia.edu).

On Arab elites—among whom the kings of al-Hira should probably be counted—as sponsors of quasipopular,
Bedouinizing poetry, see J. E. Montgomery, The Vagaries of the Qasidah: The Tradition and Practice of Early Arabic
Poetry (Cambridge, 1997), 258.

Tabari, ed. de Goeje, 1: 745-48. Haddad Chronicle §LXXXVI (137, from I. 17) links the settlement of the Tantkh near al-
Hira to the Bahraini migrations. Other stories of a migration from Yemen are included in Haddad Chronicle §LXXXIV
(131-32); Dinawari, Kitab al-Akhbar al-tiwal, ed. V. Guirgass (Leiden, 1888), 55; Mas'ud1, Murj al-dhahab, ed. and tr.
C. Barbier de Meynard and P. de Courtcille, 9 vols. (Paris, 1861-77), 3: 182 (henceforth, Mas‘tdi); Hamza Isfahani,
Ta’rikh sinT muldk al-ard wa-l-anbiya’, ed. And tr. J. M. E. Gottwaldt, 2 vols. (Petersburg, 1844), 73/94-95; Tabari, ed. de
Goeje, 1: 771. Cf. the discussions of tribal geneaologies as a product of changing political situations in F. M. Donner,
“The Bakr bin Wa’il Tribes and Politics in Northeastern Arabia on the Eve of Islam,” Studia Islamica 51 (1980): 5-38, at
9-11; Kennedy, “Oral Tradition,” esp. 533—34; M. Lecker, “Tribes in Pre- and Early Islamic Arabia,” in idem, People,
Tribes, and Society in Arabia around the Time of Muhammad (Aldershot, UK, 2005), no. XI, 2; Ulrich, “Constructing al-
Azd,” 62-71.

Tabarl, ed. de Goeje, 1: 685. On the existence of a tribal “pecking order” in the seventh century, see F. M. Donner, The
Early Islamic Conquests (Princeton, 1981), 20-49.

Haddad Chronicle §LXXXIV (131).

Haddad Chronicle §LXXXVI (137); Tabari, ed. de Goeje, 1: 749-50.

Tabari, ed. de Goeje, 1: 761-68; Hamza Isfahani, ed. and tr. Gottwaldt, 75/97; Mas‘adi, 3: 181-82; Ya‘qubri, Ta’rikh, ed.
Dar Sadir, 2 vols. (Beirut, 1960), 1: 209. Hamza and al-Mas‘Tdi both make ‘Amr a relative of earlier rulers of al-Hira,
which may be an attempt to reconcile multiple foundation accounts.

Tabari, ed. de Goeje, 1: 769.

Al-Mas‘Gdi, Hamza, and al-Ya“'qubr all present their Hiran histories in a single bloc, but that of al-Tabari is interwoven
with material of Persian derivation (esp. Tabari, ed. de Goeje, 1: 822, 846, 850-54, 855-58, 882, 1016—30). The inal
section in this list is dominated by the relationship between ‘Adiibn Zayd and Nu‘man Ill and probably derives from Ibn
al-Kalbi’s Kitab ‘Adt ibn Zayd al-‘Ibadi rather than his Kitab al-Hira. The compiler of the Haddad Chronicle does not give
any of these king-lists in full, though he does inform us that he drew on similar material, e.g., Haddad Chronicle §LXXXIV
(133, from I. 12).

See the useful table in Toral-Niehof, Al-Hira, appendix 2.
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42.

43.
44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.
51.

52.

53.

54,
55.

56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.

62.

63.
64.

65.

E.g., the sequence Imru’ al-Qays—Amr ibn Imru’ al-Qays—Imru’ al-Qays [I-'‘Amr ibn Imru’ al-Qays Il. ‘Amr ibn ‘Ad1 is said
to have ruled for around 120 years.

Rothstein, Lahmiden, 50-59.

R. Watson, “Civil Disorder is the Disease of Ibadan”: Chieftaincy and Civic Culture in a Yoruba City (Athens, OH, 2003),
7-23. Shryock (Nationalism) sees the writing of history as a challenge to the more varied claims of “spoken authority.”
E.g., Abl Ya'fur appears very briely in al-Tabari (ed. de Goeje, 1: 900), but not in other accounts: ToralNiehof, Al-Hira,
appendix 2.
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